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Message From 
Our Chairman
D e a r  s p o n s o r s , 
s u p p o r t e r s  a n d  f r i e n d s ,

A s  we  e m e rg e  f ro m  t h e  wo r st 
of  t h e  p a n d e m i c  we  h o p e  t h e 
l a st  ye a r  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l 
fo r  o u r  d o n o r s  a n d  s u p p o r te r s . 
We  h a ve  a l l  h a d  to  a d a pt  to 
n ew  wa y s  of  wo r k i n g  b u t  t h e 
I GS F  B o a rd  of  T r u ste e s  h a s  b e e n 
st r i v i n g  to  c o n t i n u e  to  s u p p o r t 
e d u c a t i o n a l  p ro j e c t s  a n d  to 
e n s u re  e n g a g e m e n t  re m a i n s 
st ro n g  d e s p i te  t h e  o n g o i n g 
t ra ve l  a n d  wo r k  re st r i c t i o n s .

H i g h l i g h t s  h a ve  i n c l u d e d :

•  H o l d i n g  s eve n  v i r t u a l 
m e et i n g s  w i t h  t h e  I GS  to 
b et te r  u n d e r st a n d  h ow 
t h e  I GS F  c a n  s u p p o r t  i t s 
e d u c a t i o n a l  a i m s  a n d 
i n i t i a t i ve s .

•  F u n d i n g  t h e  c re a t i o n  of  n ew 
I GS  E d u c a te  t h e  E d u c a to r s 
d i g i t a l  l e c t u re s  fo r  st u d e n t s 
a n d  a c a d e m i c  i n st r u c to r s , 
e n s u r i n g  l e a r n i n g  c a n 
c o n t i n u e  a n y t i m e , a n y w h e re .

•  We l c o m i n g  1 2  n ew 
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s 
to  o u r  Fo u n d i n g  D o n o r 
c o h o r t , a n d  re c e i v i n g 
re p e a t  d o n a t i o n s  f ro m  f i ve 
i n a u g u ra l  s u p p o r te r s .

W h et h e r  yo u  a re  a n  I GS  Yo u n g 
M e m b e r, I GS  C o r p o ra te 
M e m b e r  o r  I GS  C h a pte r  we’re 
h e re  to  s u p p o r t  yo u r  g o a l s . 
I f  yo u  h a ve  a n  i d e a  fo r  a n 
e d u c a t i o n a l  o r  s u st a i n a b l e 
d eve l o p m e n t  i n i t i a t i ve  u s i n g 
g e o sy n t h et i c s  t h a t  wo u l d 
b e n ef i t  f ro m  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i st a n c e 
t h e n  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h .

I  wo u l d  l i ke  to  t a ke  t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  t h a n k  t h e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  B o a r d 
of  T r u ste e  m e m b e r  I a n 
F ra s e r, w h o  d e p a r t s  a f te r 
s e r v i n g  t wo  te r m s , a n d 
we l c o m e  h i s  re p l a c e m e n t 
Ke n t  vo n  M a u b e u g e .

T h a n ks  to  a l l  o u r  Fo u n d i n g 
D o n o r s  fo r  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n 
t h i s  ye a r, w i t h o u t  w h i c h 
n o n e  of  o u r  wo r k  wo u l d  b e 
p o s s i b l e . We  l o o k  fo r wa r d 
to  c o n t i n u i n g  o u r  ef fo r t s 
to  a t t ra c t  m o re  d o n a t i o n s 
a n d  f u n d  m o re  e d u c a t i o n a l 
p ro j e c t s  to  f u r t h e r  t h e 
u n d e r st a n d i n g  a n d  u s e  of 
g e o sy n t h et i c s  fo r  a  b et te r 
a n d  b r i g h te r  to m o r row.

J a c q u e s  C ô t é 
C h a i r m a n

Whether you 
are an IGS 
Young Member, 
IGS Corporate 
Member or IGS 
Chapter we’re 
here to support 
your goals.  

https://theigsfoundation.com/request-for-funding/
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Our Year In Numbers
We  c o n t i n u e  t o  b u i l d  o n  t h e  s t r o n g  f o u n d a t i o n s  t h a t  d e f i n e d 
o u r  f i r s t  ye a r  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  c h a r i t y, we l c o m i n g  r e p e a t 
d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  f i ve  i n a u g u ra l  d o n o r s  i n c l u d i n g  P l a t i n u m 
d o n o r  S o l m ax . We  a l s o  we l c o m e d  1 2  n ew  c o m p a n i e s  a n d 
i n d i v i d u a l s  g i v i n g  t o  t h e  I GS F  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .

T h e s e  a n d  p l e d g e d  d o n a t i o n s 
m e a n s  we  h a ve  s o  fa r 
s e c u re d  n e a r l y  $ 1 0 0,0 0 0  of 
a i d  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  i n ve ste d 
i n  g e o sy n t h et i c  e d u c a t i o n 
i n i t i a t i ve s  a ro u n d  t h e  wo r l d .

Tax  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  fo r 
2 0 2 1  i s  b e i n g  p re p a re d 
a n d  d i st r i b u te d  a n d  w i l l 
b e  a va i l a b l e  o n  t h e  U S A 
I n te r n a l  Reve n u e  we b s i te  of 
C h a r i t a b l e  O rg a n i z a t i o n s .  

I  wo u l d  o n c e  a g a i n  l i ke  to  t h a n k 
o u r  d o n o r s  fo r  t h e i r  i n va l u a b l e 
s u p p o r t , a n d  t h e  B o a rd  of 
T r u ste e  m e m b e r s  fo r  t h e i r 
a d v i c e  a n d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t . 
To g et h e r  we  c a n  c o n t i n u e 
to  m a ke  a n  i m p a c t  i n 
g e o sy n t h et i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
t h e  re d u c t i o n  of  o u r  c a r b o n 
fo ot p r i n t  to  i m p rove  h u m a n 
s u st a i n a b i l i t y  wo r l d w i d e .

B oyd  Ra m s ey 
Secretar y/Treasurer

Pending  
donations: 
4

Operational  
expenses  
(promotional items,  
website creation): 

$7,500

Disbursements: 
$8,400.01

2021  
total income: 
$89,597.17

Accounting  
and banking  
expenses: 
$1,330.71
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Our Aims
O u r  i n d u s t r y  i s  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  s u c c e s s  s t o r y  a n d  s e t  f o r  p h e n o m e n a l 
g r ow t h . T h e  g e o sy n t h e t i c s  m a r ke t  wa s  va l u e d  a t  $ 1 5 b i l l i o n 1 a l o n e  i n 
2 02 0, a n d  i s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  b e  wo r t h  $ 2 7  b i l l i o n  by  2 02 7 2.

R i s i n g  d e m a n d  i n  c o n st r u c t i o n 
a n d  i n f ra st r u c t u re  p ro j e c t s 
a s  we l l  a s  e n v i ro n m e n t a l 
p rote c t i o n  n e e d s  h a ve 
c o n t r i b u te d  to  i n c re a s e d 
i n te re st . G row i n g  re c o g n i t i o n 
of  t h e  p o s i t i ve  i m p a c t 
of  g e o sy n t h et i c s  o n 
s u st a i n a b l e  d eve l o p m e n t 
i s  a l s o  h u g e l y  s i g n i f i c a n t .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h e refo re 
to  e n s u re  g e o sy n t h et i c s’ 
a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  c a p a b i l i t i e s 
a re  c l e a r l y  u n d e r sto o d , 
m a te r i a l s  a re  b e i n g  u s e d 
i n  t h e  b e st  wa y, a n d  yo u n g 
e n g i n e e r s  u n d e r st a n d  t h e  f u l l 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s , p ote n t i a l  a n d 
p owe r  of  g e o sy n t h et i c s .

D o i n g  t h i s  n e e d s  s u p p o r t 
a n d  f u n d i n g , a n d  t h a t ’s 
w h e re  t h e  I GS  Fo u n d a t i o n 
c o m e s  i n . We  wa n t  to :

•  A d d  i m p a c t  to  I GS  i n i t i a t i ve s 
t h ro u g h  e d u c a t i o n , 
s t u d e n t  s u p p o r t , m a r ke t 
ex p a n s i o n  a n d  r e s e a r c h  a n d 
d eve l o p m e n t  v i a …

•  B e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  l e a d i n g  to 
b e t t e r  k n ow l e d g e  l e a d i n g 
to  a  b e t t e r  wo r l d

O U R  M I S S I O N :  
To support education initiatives able to provide an understanding, and promote 
the appropriate use, of geosynthetic technology throughout the world thus 
permitting a reduction of our carbon footprint for the benefit of humanity

S o u r c e s

G e o sy n t h e t i c 
M a n u f a c t u r e r s

Re g u l a t o r s

Raw Materials 
Suppliers/Equipment 

manufacturers

O u r  S o c i e t y 
i n  G e n e ra l

A c a d e m i c s

E n g i n e e r s

C o n t ra c t o r s / 
I n s t a l l e r s

E n d  u s e r s
B e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  

B e t t e r  k n ow l e d g e  
B e t t e r  wo r l d

If you share our aims, please consider giving 
back  to the industry in the most impactful way 
you can, by donating to the IGS Foundation.

T h e  I GS  Fo u n d a t i o n  i s 
ke e n  to  i n vo l ve  eve r yo n e 
i n  i t s  a m b i t i o u s  p l a n s

We  c o n t i n u e  o u r  a m b i t i o u s 
p l a n s  to  a t t ra c t  b a c k i n g 
f ro m  va r i o u s  s o u rc e s 
i n c l u d i n g  re g u l a to r s , e n d -
u s e r s  a n d  w i d e r  s o c i et y 
b u t  we  a re  d e l i g h te d  to 
h a ve  st a r te d  o u r  j o u r n ey 
w i t h  yo u , t h e  d e d i c a te d 
m e m b e r s  of  o u r  i n d u st r y.

1 . h t t p s : //w w w. p r n ew sw i re .c o m /n ew s - re l e a s e s /g l o b a l - g e o sy n t h et i c s - m a r ket - re p o r t -2 02 0 -2 02 6 - a n a l y s i s - of - t h e -1 5 - b i l l i o n - i n d u st r y - w i t h - c o m p a n y - p rof i l e s - of -
5 0 - c o m p a n i e s - - i n d u st r y - g u i d e - c o n t a i n i n g -3 6 0 - c o n t a c t - d et a i l s -3 0 1 1 5 3 1 3 4 . h t m l

2 . h t t p s : //w w w. g l o b e n ew sw i re .c o m /n ew s - re l e a s e/2 02 1 /0 1 /1 8 /2 1 6 0 1 9 7/0/e n /G e o sy n t h et i c s - M a r ket -To - B e -Wo r t h - U S D -2 2-1 1 - B i l l i o n - B y -2 02 7- H i g h - D e m a n d - f ro m -
E u ro p e - a n d - N o r t h -A m e r i c a - w i l l - D r i ve - t h e - I n d u st r y - G row t h - s a y s - Re p o r t s - a n d - D a t a . h t m l

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/global-geosynthetics-market-report-2020-2026-analysis-of-the-15-billion-industry-with-company-profiles-of-50-companies--industry-guide-containing-360-contact-details-301153134.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/global-geosynthetics-market-report-2020-2026-analysis-of-the-15-billion-industry-with-company-profiles-of-50-companies--industry-guide-containing-360-contact-details-301153134.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/01/18/2160197/0/en/Geosynthetics-Market-To-Be-Worth-USD-22-11-Billion-By-2027-High-Demand-from-Europe-and-North-America-will-Drive-the-Industry-Growth-says-Reports-and-Data.html
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/01/18/2160197/0/en/Geosynthetics-Market-To-Be-Worth-USD-22-11-Billion-By-2027-High-Demand-from-Europe-and-North-America-will-Drive-the-Industry-Growth-says-Reports-and-Data.html


Our Journey So Far
2014 

Jacques Côté proposes the 
creation of a foundation to 

support the IGS at IGS Council 
meeting in Berlin, Germany.

2017  
IGS Task Force appointed at IGS 
Council meeting in Morocco to further 
develop the idea. Members are 
Jacques Côté, Boyd Ramsey, Ian Fraser.

2019  
Task Force expands to include 

Dr. Jorge Zornberg and Dr. Fumio 
Tatsuoka. These five individuals 

become the first Board of Trustees.

June 19, 2019  
IGS Foundation formally 
established as a tax-exempt 
charitable corporation.

August 2, 2019  
First post-incorporation formative 

Board of Trustees meeting.
September 8, 2019  
First full Board of Trustees meeting.

December 2020 
Launch of the IGS  
Foundation website.

December 2021 
12 new benefactors join as 
Founding Donors by giving 
before the end of the year.

October 2020  
IGS Foundation officially launches with an introduction video 

played at IGS Brazil’s virtual GeoAmericas 2020 conference. 
 

Makes its first grant funding for 19 students to attend 
the virtual GeoAmericas 2020 conference.

April 2021 
IGS Foundation funds a revamp of the Educate 

the Educators core lectures to facilitate virtual 
learning during the Covid pandemic.
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https://theigsfoundation.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zLhVTlyjc_c&feature=emb_title
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Meet Our Founding Donors
O u r  3 0  F o u n d i n g  D o n o r s  h a ve 
h e l p e d  u s  e s t a b l i s h  a  s t r o n g 
f o u n d a t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  o u r  v i t a l 
wo r k . We  we l c o m e  a n y  d o n a t i o n 
b u t  a l s o  o f f e r  exc l u s i ve  b e n e f i t s 
b a s e d  o n  l eve l  o f  c o n t r i b u t i o n .

Solmax supports the 
Foundation’s efforts to push 
geosynthetics usage globally.

Re p e a t  P l a t i n u m  d o n o r  
J e a n - L o u i s  Va n g e l u we 
S o l m ax

G O L D

P L AT I N U M

Jean-Louis Vangeluwe  
Solmax

Perry Vyas 
SKAPS

Ampacet Anonymous donor

Mr Tamura  
Integrated 
Geotechnology 
Institute

Mr Kimura 
Association of RRR 
Construction System

Mike Ayers 
Watershed Geo

Dominic Berube 
Solmax Chile 

Sam Allen 
TRI Environmental

Dave McLaury 
Demtech Services

Michael Flynn 
FLI Global

Fo u n d i n g 
D o n o r s  - 
H a l l  o f  Fa m e 
-  J. P. G i r o u d

J.P. Giroud

François Thivierge 
FC Géosynthétiques

Yvon Faucher 
FR Liners 

Organizations such as the IGSF 
play a vital role in helping to bring 
greater visibility of the technical, 
environmental and cost-benefits 
for a variety of applications that 
will help the industry realize the 
potential market.

G o l d  d o n o r  M i ke  Aye r s 
Wa te r s h e d  G e o

We hope our contribution will 
help the IGSF to continue its 
excellent efforts to expand the 
awareness and understanding 
of geosynthetics and get more 
confidence in sustaining its 
activities long term.

S i l ve r  d o n o r  A n a n t  Ka n o i 
Te c h Fa b  I n d i a

The IGSF mission is essential and 
we’re proud to support the IGSF 
financially and with the efforts 
from our company for a more 
sustainable world.

B r o n ze  d o n o r  Ke n t  vo n  M a u b e u g e 
N a u e

A s k  u s  a b o u t  o u r  s p o n s o r s h i p  p a c ka g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s , o r  r e a d  h e r e  f o r  m o r e  d e ta i l s . 

https://theigsfoundation.com/igs-foundation-celebrates-inaugural-donations/
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A s k  u s  a b o u t  o u r  s p o n s o r s h i p  p a c ka g e s  a n d  b e n e f i t s , o r  r e a d  h e r e  f o r  m o r e  d e ta i l s . 

John Lefas 
Ingenia Polymers

Mikio Kubo 
Eternal Preserve 

Hidefumi Araki 
Taiyo Kogyo Corp 

Katsutoshi Ogawa 
Okasan Livic Co

Ryuichi Ishigaki 
Tokyo Printing 
Inc. Mfg. Co. Ltd

Kuraray Japan Boyd Ramsey 
Boyd Ramsey 
Consulting LLC

Naue Oliver Detert  
Huesker

Jorge Zornberg

Clifford Gundle 
Clifford Gundle 
Philanthropic Trust

Simon Hwang 
Formosa Plastics USA

Mark Topp 
COMANCO

Tom Rose 
Layfield Group

Anant Kanoi 
TechFab India

Toru Shimomura 
Mitsuboshi Belting

Meet Our Founding Donors
S I LV E R

B RO N Z E

https://theigsfoundation.com/igs-foundation-celebrates-inaugural-donations/
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Case Study: Educate the 
Educators Virtual Classroom
I n  2 02 1  we  s u p p o r t e d 
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  d i g i t a l 
ve r s i o n  o f  t h e  I GS 
E d u c a t e  t h e  E d u c a t o r s’ 
‘ I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o 
g e o sy n t h e t i c s’ l e c t u r e . 

Delivering these videos was the realization of a dream, 
knowing these students after graduating and working, 
would take this knowledge to design and consulting firms, 
government agencies, environmental agencies, mining 
companies and more. 

Interactivity was key and the students certainly valued this 
aspect as one of the best parts of the online course. Delivering 
the videos gave me an indescribable happiness and seeing 
the students discussing the materials and concepts with great 
enthusiasm was thrilling.

I would like to thank the IGSF for supporting this pioneering 
project and helping to elevate EtE to its rightful level, given its 
importance for the introduction of geosynthetic engineering 
into undergraduate university courses. I hope that the 
companies that invested so wisely in geosynthetics education 
at the beginning of the IGSF’s work will continue because 
education requires time to produce its fruits.

P r ofe s s o r  M a r i a  d a s  G ra ç a s  G a r d o n i 
V i c e - P re s i d e n t  of  I GS  B ra z i l

Delivering these videos was an awesome experience 
and my reaction to seeing the finished product 
was mission accomplished. A very important aspect 
was the breadth of the population we wanted to 
reach with these videos; to speak to every single 
undergraduate civil engineering student on the planet 
regardless of their current level of understanding. That’s 
why emphasis was placed on clarity and crafting 
a pedagogic approach to delivering the content.

I hope the videos will inspire chapters to conduct full 
blown EtE programs, that educators will request such 
programs and ultimately that all undergraduate 
students will graduate having heard (at least once) the 
term ‘geosynthetics’.

Education is a long-term goal hard to quantify 
and value within the rewards system of typical 
corporations and industry partners. That’s why it is 
so important that the IGSF has stepped up to fill the 
gap on a need that may have not been emphasized 
enough by our industry because the results will not 
be immediately quantified on the balance sheet.

P r ofe s s o r  J o r g e  Zo r n b e r g 
U n i ve r s i t y  of  Texa s  a t  A u st i n

T ra d i t i o n a l l y  d e l i ve re d  i n -
p e r s o n , t h e  l e c t u re s  we re 
re i m a g i n e d  a s  b i te - s i ze 
v i r t u a l  l e s s o n s  a l l ow i n g 
a c c e s s  a n y t i m e , a n y w h e re , 
a n d  e n a b l i n g  l e a r n i n g 
to  c o n t i n u e  d e s p i te  t h e 
re st r i c t i o n s  of  t h e  p a n d e m i c .

Fo r m e r  I GS  P re s i d e n t  P rofe s s o r 
J o rg e  Zo r n b e rg  a n d  V i c e -
P re s i d e n t  of  I GS  B ra z i l  P rofe s s o r 
M a r i a  d a s  G ra ç a s  G a r d o n i 
c ra f te d  a n d  d e l i ve re d  t h e 
v i d e o s , w h i c h  i n c l u d e d 
g u i d a n c e  fo r  e d u c a to r s  o n 
h ow  to  m a ke  t h e  m o st  of 
t h e  l e a r n i n g  ex p e r i e n c e .
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Our People
B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  2 02 2-2 02 3

J a c q u e s  C ô t é 
C h a i r m a n

B oyd  Ra m s ey 
S e c ret a r y/ T re a s u re r

D r. J o r g e  Zo r n b e r g D r. F u m i o  Ta t s u o k a Ke n t  vo n  M a u b e u g e

The board welcomes new member  
Kent von Maubeuge following the 
departure of Ian Fraser. The new board 
will be in place until the end of 2022.  
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Our Vision For 2022 And Beyond
We  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b u i l d  o n  t h e  g a i n s 
i n  2 02 1  w i t h  g o a l s  f o r  2 02 2  t o  i n c l u d e :

Securing at least 

$500,000   
in donations

Creating new 
educational 
materials

Providing student 
support for conference 
participation

Supporting the IGS 
Job Shadowing 
Program

Developing 
education initiatives 
and opportunities

Supporting the IGS 
as the Sustainability 
Committee begins a 
publicity campaign 
on the vast benefits 
of geosynthetics in 
building sustainable 
infrastructure

O u r  a m b i t i o u s  p r o g ra m  c o n t i n u e s . B e  p a r t  o f  o u r  j o u r n ey  t o  g r e a t e r  g e o sy n t h e t i c s  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  a d o p t i o n .



Join Us!
G i v i n g  i s  e a sy. S i m p l y  c o n ta c t  
I G S  Fo u n d a t i o n  S e c r e ta r y  
B oyd  Ra m s ey  a t 

B oyd @T h e I G S Fo u n d a t i o n . c o m . 

B oyd  w i l l  a l s o  b e  h a p py  t o  h e l p 
f a c i l i ta t e  yo u r  d o n a t i o n  a n d 
a n swe r  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .

Ke e p  u p d a t e d  w i t h  o u r  n ews 
a n d  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  by  v i s i t i n g 
t h e  I G S  Fo u n d a t i o n  we b s i t e : 

w w w.T h e I G S Fo u n d a t i o n . c o m

 
 
 
We  l o o k  f o r wa r d  t o  
h e a r i n g  f r o m  yo u !

T h e  I GS  Fo u n d a t i o n  i s  a  5 0 1 ( c )  3  t ax  exe m pt 
c h a r i t a b l e  c o r p o ra t i o n , i n c o r p o ra te d 
w i t h i n  t h e  S t a te  of  F l o r i d a  o n  J u n e  1 9, 2 0 1 9, 
w i t h  d o c u m e n t  n u m b e r  N 1 9 0 0 0 0 0 6 2 2 9. 
T h e  Fo u n d a t i o n’s  Fe d e ra l  Tax / E m p l oye r 
I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  N u m b e r  i s  8 4-2 1 75 3 4 0. T h e 
m a i l i n g  a d d re s s  i s  92 2 5  B e e  C a ve s  Rd , 
B u i l d i n g  B , S u i te  2 0 6 , A u st i n , Texa s , U S A , 7 8 7 3 3 . 

mailto:Boyd%40TheIGSFoundation.com?subject=
https://theigsfoundation.com

